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NEWS  AND  NOTES
 The Annual Meeting 
THE  UNIVERSITY OF  TAMPA, assisted by the Hillsborough
County Historical Commission, will be hosts to the Society at its
1958 annual meeting on April 10 - 12 at the Hillsboro Hotel in
Tampa. James W. Covington is chairman of the program commit-
tee and J. Ryan Beiser, head of the department of history at the
University of Tampa, is chairman of the committee on local ar-
rangements.
Charles Tinsley Thrift, Jr.
Charles Tinsley Thrift, Jr., was named president of Florida
Southern College at Lakeland on December 16, 1957. He had
served as acting president after the retirement of Dr. Ludd Spivey
in October and as vice president since 1946.
Dr. Thrift has been a valuable member of the Florida Histori-
cal Society for many years, serving as a director, vice president
and, from 1954 to 1956, as president. He is the author of a
number of historical publications, as well as religious and edu-
cational works, including The Trail of the Florida Circuit Rider
and The Home Missionary Society and the South, 1826 - 1860.
Dr. Thrift is a native of Kendridge, Virginia. He received
Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees and the Bachelor of Divinity
degree from Duke University and a Doctor of Philosophy from the
University of Chicago. After teaching for four years at South-
western University at Georgetown, Texas, he was named, in
1940, professor of religion at Florida Southern College.
Married and the father of three daughters, Dr. Thrift and
his family live at 108 West Poinsettia Street, Lakeland. His
parents reside in Durham, North Carolina.
Alfred Jackson Hanna
This year Alfred Jackson Hanna, vice president of Rollins
College at Winter Park and a former president of the Florida
Historical Society, is rounding out his 40th year on the staff
and faculty of the college. As an author, historian, administrator
[ 292 ]
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and teacher, his chief life interest is in books. Much of his time
has been devoted to enriching the library at Rollins.
An income producing endowment fund has been initiated
by friends of Dr. Hanna “in recognition of his untiring, unselfish
and valuable services and with the hopes that other friends of
the college and of Dr. Hanna will contribute.” Income from the
Alfred J. Hanna Book Fund will be used to purchase books for
the Mills Memorial Library at Rollins.
John W. Griffin
John W. Griffin has been appointed regional archeologist,
region one, National Park Service, Richmond, Virginia. He will
have charge of planning and supervising the archeological pro-
gram of the Service within this area which is comprised of twelve
southeastern states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. For the
past three years he has been executive historian of the St. Au-
gustine Historical Society, and has served as a member of the
board of directors of the Florida Historical Society.
Gifts
The Society is indebted to Mrs. Floried Burt Evans and Mr.
Reynold M. Burt of Miami for photographs and other mem-
orabilia. Of special interest are photographs of three of the Soci-
ety’s first officers: Judge Benjamin Alexander Putnam of Palatka,
first president of the Society; Mayor James Burt of Palatka;
and Mayor George Burt of St. Augustine, both of whom assisted
in the organizing of the Society and served on its first board.
Miss Louise Pinnell of Jacksonville has contributed scrap-
books and papers from the business library of the late Joseph R.
Parrott. Mr. Parrott was for many years president of both the
Florida East Coast Railway Company and the Florida East Coast
Hotel Company.
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The John Gorrie Memorial Museum
Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee, a former president of the
Florida Historical Society, was the principal speaker at the dedi-
cation of the John Gorrie Memorial Museum at Apalachicola on
November 13, 1957.  
Dr. Gorrie, who came to Apalachicola as a practicing phy-
sician in 1833, patented a machine for the manufacture of ice
more than a century ago. A scale model of the machine is on
display in the museum. Dioramas and exhibits depict life in
Apalachicola and the work of Dr. Gorrie as a physician there.
The museum, which is located across the street from Dr.
Gorrie’s grave, was planned and constructed by the Florida State
Museum for the Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials.
Fort Caroline National Memorial
The opening of the Fort Caroline museum on November 1,
1957 is undoubtedly the most important event in the recording
and depiction of history in Duval County. It marks the site of
the ill-fated 1564 French Huguenot fort on St. Johns Bluff
and stands as a symbol of the accomplishments of Charles E.
Bennett, M. C., C. Ray Vinten and Albert C. Manucy of the
National Park Service and others who contributed to this fulfill-
ment of years of planning and work. John R. De Weese is super-
intendent at the memorial. Visiting hours are from 8:30 to 5:00
P.M. on Fridays through Sundays.
Activities of Historical Societies
The new facilities of the Polk County Historical Commission
are now located in the Polk County court house. A large air
conditioned room has been set aside by the county commissioners
to house the 1,435 film strips and approximately 800 volumes
of war and family records and lineage books. Winter visitors as
well as residents of the state have made extensive use of the
Commission’s library.
Mrs. Isabel Dyer, the Commission’s librarian for the past
three years, has reported that the library has three film readers
which can be used to study copies of the federal census records,
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some of which date to 1790. Other public records are indexed
for the film reader. The census records include the states of
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee, Virginia from 1820 to 1830 and of North
Carolina and South Carolina from 1820 to 1880.
The library also has film strip public records for general use
from the following counties in North Carolina: Bladen, Craven,
Dublin, Johnston, New Hanover, Pitt, Sampson and Wayne.
There are other public records from Barnwell and Charleston
counties, South Carolina, and from Fauquier, Prince William and
Stafford counties, Virginia. Many marriage records of the North
Carolina Department of Archives and History and tax digests
of Effingham and Screven counties, Georgia, are in the Commis-
sion’s collection.   
On October 1, 1957 the following members of the governing
board were elected: Roy P. Gladney, Mulberry, chairman;
Charles T. Thrift, Jr., Lakeland, vice-chairman; D. H. Sloan,
Bartow, secretary; Miss Lillian Carpenter, Bartow; Frank Good-
man, Lake Alfred; Edward Kennan, Frostproof; Wallace L.
Storey, Bartow; Judge Chester M. Wiggins, Bartow. The associ-
ate board members elected were: R. M. Oglesby, Bartow; Mrs.
David Wright, Eagle Lake; General A. H. Blanding, Bartow;
Mrs. Frank Goodman, Lake Alfred; Mrs. Milo M. Ebert, Lake
Wales; W. H. Purcell, Mulberry and Mrs. W. P. Logan, Lake-
land. Honorary board members are Honorable D. B. McKay,
Tampa and Senator Spessard L. Holland, Bartow.
The Hillsborough County Historical Commission, in associ-
ation with local Confederate societies, dedicated a metal highway
marker on the site of the only land engagement that occurred
near Tampa during the War Between the States.
The marker stands near the intersection of Bayshore and
Gandy Boulevards. Honorable D. B. McKay writes: “At that site
a spirited engagement between Federal and Confederate forces
was fought October 17 - 95 years ago. The Union forces had
successfully made a surprise landing from gunboats anchored
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up the Hillsborough river, they fell back under Confederate fire
without entering the city. Numerous casualties were suffered on
both   sides.”                                                                                                                                   
   *  *  *    
  Frederick W. Sleight, Director, Central Florida Museum,
Orlando, gave an illustrated lecture at the November meeting
of the St. Augustine Historical Society. In December, Sir Shane
Leslie, distinguished Irish author, and cousin of Sir Winston
Churchill, spoke on the subject, “The Secret Marriage of George
VI and Lady Fitzherbert.”
Board member W. I. Drysdale has been appointed chairman
of the St. Augustine 400th Anniversary Committee. Tom Shack-
ford is indexing the Society’s file of The Tatler, a weekly publi-
cation which appeared in St. Augustine during the winter sea-
sons, 1892 through 1908. Greville Bathe has privately published
a copiously illustrated book on the history of the St. Johns Rail-
way which may be examined in the Society’s library.                          
   *  *  *    
   Frank G. Slaughter, author of Florida historical novels, spoke
before the Historical Association of Southern Florida in Miami
on November 20, 1957. His subject, “Florida Before Columbus,”
was based on the research he did prior to writing his most recent
book, The Mapmaker. Copies of charts and models of navigation
instruments were on display.
The Association’s museum building fund was a beneficiary
under the will of the late Dr. J. G. DuPuis, pioneer physician
and civic leader and author of History of Early Medicine, Schools
and  Agriculture  in  Dade  County.                                                                                                                                   
  Medical Milestones in Florida History, a series of articles by
Dr. Glifford Snyder, a member of the Association, are being
published in the monthly bulletin of the Dade County Medical
A s s o c i a t i o n .  
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The Ponce de Leon Chapter and the Lake Wales Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution, dedicated a marker in
Sample Park, Lake Hamilton, on November 20, 1957. The
marker was erected to the memory of Chief Chipco, a Seminole
chief whose village was located on Bonar’s Island in Lake Hamil-
ton.
Mrs. Philip D. Shupe and Mrs. E. E. Adams were chairmen
of the event. Gilbert Richardson of Florida Southern College, a
director of the Florida Historical Society, represented the Society
at the dedication.
The Oldtimers Association met in Gilchrist Park at Plant
City on October 17, 1957 for their 34th annual picnic and
“sing.” Herbert S. Philips gave the principal address. Mr. Philips,
United States District Attorney in Tampa for many years, was a
former resident of Plant City when his father was a Methodist
minister there before the turn of the century. Harry G. McDonald
of Tampa, a member of an early East Hillsborough family, was
chairman of the event. Mrs. Roy Frierson of Tampa was in charge
of the registration of the hundreds of pioneer family members
who attended.
CONTRIBUTORS
KEVIN  E. KEARNEY  is a graduate fellow in the Department of
Speech at the University of Florida. After February, 1958,
he will be Instructor in Speech at Butler University.
LE S T E R  HARRIS  is an Attorney with an interest in Florida
history. He resides in Orlando.
GEORGE C. OSBORN is Professor of Social Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Florida.
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